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Bronx Charter School for Excellence 

CTA Architects P.C. offers a wide range of architectural 
services for urban living. 

Established in 1987, we have worked primarily on large 
buildings. We specialize in new design, restoration, 
rehabilitation, interior design, affordable housing and 
historic preservation. We have an excellent reputation for 
being trustworthy and thorough. Architectural Record has 
recognized us as one of the top 300 architecture firms in 
the country for 2016 and 2017. 

Our key personnel are directly involved in every project. 
Through our team approach and commitment to training, 
each staff member has an extensive knowledge of design, 
materials and technology, and benefits from a stimulating 
and creative environment. Our low employee turnover rate 
enables us to meet the high standards our clients have 
come to expect.

About Us
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1.Design
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Bronx Charter School For Excel lence
Project: Institutional Design, New Building, & Adaptive Reuse
Owner:  Bronx Charter School for Excellence
Budget: Witheld

The original Bronx Charter School for Excellence is located on a residential street in the Parkchester 
neighborhood of the Bronx. This three-story brick building of wood and steel structure was originally 
constructed in the 1950’s as a police precinct before being converted into a new 15,000 square foot K-5 school 
space. As part of the build out, a new exterior elevator tower was constructed and the existing garage was 
converted into a new entrance. Bright and bold primary colors were used throughout the design scheme to 
create a stimulating yet playful education space.

With its needs growing each academic year, it eventually became evident that BCSE would need to expand. 
An adjacent plot was secured, and CTA was contracted to design two new additions that would ultimately 
total over 40,000 additional square feet. The original elementary school was expanded by a two-story addition, 
which features a simple facade paying homage to BCSE’s humble beginnings. A new middle school is located 
in the second addition, a striking seven-story-tall tower that can be seen from nearby above-ground subway 
stations and speaks to the school’s--and neighborhood’s--growth and progress. This addition, which was 
designed to meet LEED Silver specifications, includes a cafeteria with a teaching kitchen, usable roofs, a 
student lounge with accessible deck, and an impressive full-sized, two story gym. 
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Bronx Charter School for Excellence 
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Project: Commercial Design
Owner:  Balmain NY LLC
Budget: Witheld

Located on the cobblestone streets of New York’s 
Soho neighborhood, Balmain’s New York Flagship 
store is a brightly lit 2,150-square-foot space 
designed by the Paris-based architecture firm 
Studio KO and executed by CTA Architects P.C. 
The French fashion house occupies the commercial 
space of a cast iron façade building built in 1900 
and located in Soho’s landmarked district. The 
use of undulating walls and white ceiling beams, 
black marble-lined archways, and oversized gold 
and brass accented mirrors creates a feeling of 
lightness and luxury.

The design process was enhanced by an active 
working relationship between CTA and Studio 
KO. CTA facilitated weekly coordination and 
correspondence with the design architect, along 
with conducting bid interviews, construction 
administration services, and filing all necessary 
work with the Department of Buildings and the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

Balmain New York
Flagship Store
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Project: Residential Design 
Owner:  Witheld
Budget: Witheld

Built in 1920, this four story plus cellar, multi-family townhouse, located in Kips Bay, was gut renovated 
and divided into three separate apartments. Special care was taken to salvage existing architectural 
materials during the renovation to be repurposed throughout the redesigned spaces.

The third floor was extended towards the rear to fill in the existing rear terrace and create a spacious 3 
bedroom apartment. The parlor floor and second floor were combined into a large 4 bedroom apartment 
with an eat-in kitchen and a new Corten stair to the rear yard and pool. The garden level was converted 
into a 2 bedroom apartment with a view of the pool from the entrance door. New mechanical systems 
were installed to provide zoned heating and cooling. A multi-level roof terrace was designed using 
concrete pavers and ipe wood steps. Views of the Empire State and Chrysler buildings can be enjoyed, 
while a perforated, metal-paneled fence around the terrace maintains privacy.

The rear yard, with lap pool, was repaved with bluestone and the fence was rebuilt in ipe to match the 
design of the front yard entry. The rear elevation extension was clad in a paneled phenolic wood rain 
screen to emphasize the modern addition. 

308 East 30th Street
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17 Pitt  Street
Project: New Building 
Owner:  Grand Street Guild Housing Deveopment Fund Co., Inc.
Budget: $1,500,000
Awards: 2016 Society of Registered Architects New York   
 Design Award of Merit

17 Pitt Street is the ground-up design of a 3,500 
square-foot single-story, industrial use building 
located on a corner portion of a late 1960’s “super 
block” on Manhattan’s Lower East Side. This new 
building, part of the Grand Street complex, was 
designed to maximize energy efficiency and boasts an 
extensive seasonally blooming green roof. The steel-
frame, cast-concrete and channel glass construction 
has three fold-up garage doors that open into a 
projecting awning cleverly concealing the building’s 
main purpose: to house the residential complex’s 
refuse. 
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Project: Residential Complex, Moderate Rehabilitation, & New Building
Owner: Grand Street Guild Housing Development Fund Company, Inc.
Budget:  $55,000,000

The Grand Street Guild rehabilitation is a late-1960’s “super block” on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. By 
2007, the three towers were leaking, surrounded by protective bridging, and the 600 residential units were in 
need of much more than a “fresh coat of paint.” With the site in serious need of an architectural intervention, 
CTA was hired to perform a moderate rehabilitation of the complex.

As part of the Grand Street Guild’s rehabilitation, the roofs were replaced, each floor’s perimeter masonry 
was reflashed, and the ground floor cladding was redesigned at all three towers. All the public spaces at the 
building’s interiors were redesigned, and all 600 apartments received new bathrooms, kitchens, and paint 
finishes. The apartment renovations were carefully programmed so that no residents had to be displaced 
during the rehabilitation. The mechanical systems were replaced in all three buildings, and the site was 
relandscaped with the addition of a newly designed amphitheater. The rehabilitation included the design 
and construction of a new 3,500 square foot maintenance building with a green roof. This building, located 
at 17 Pitt Street, received a 2016 Design Award of Merit from the New York Society of American Registered 
Architects.

Grand Street Gui ld Rehabi l i tat ion
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Project: Residential Design & Interior Renovation
Owner:  Witheld
Budget: Witheld

Located in the Central Park West Historic 
District, 300 Central Park West (The El 
Dorado) is a Designated Landmark 31-story 
art deco apartment building designed by 
Emery Roth. Our project consisted of the 
vertical combination and redesign of two 
apartments in collaboration with Alexandra 
Angle Interior Design. This renovation 
included special design considerations for 
our client’s large family, including a new, 
eat-in kitchen with ample space for the entire 
family. We paid special attention to sound 
proofing during the design and installation 
of new floors throughout the two-story 
apartment. The renovation also included 
new bathrooms, mechanical systems with 
through-wall air conditioning, and a new 
staircase to join the two floors together. The 
result is a spacious yet intimate residence in 
one of New York City’s most iconic buildings.

300 Central  Park West
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Project: New Building, Institutional Design, & Residential Design
Owner: The Lower Eastside Girls Club 
Budget:  $30,000,000   

After nearly 15 years without a dedicated home, New York City’s first 
and only Girls Club is now located in 101 Avenue D. The new ground-up, 
12-story-tall mixed-use building is located between East 7th and 8th Street 
and is home to the Lower Eastside Girls Club, Arabella 101, and two retail 
spaces.  

The Lower Eastside Girls Club is a new, state of the art “green” building 
serving hundreds of economically disadvantaged girls and their families 
and also represents the first space built exclusively for young women in the 
City’s history. The 90,000 square-foot mixed-use building was designed 
to LEED Gold standards and features classrooms, a library, administrative 
offices, a 1958 Overlander Airstream Trailer podcast studio, and a custom-
designed 30-foot planetarium. 

Lower Eastside Gir ls Club
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Project: New Building, Institutional Design, & Residential Design
Owner: Dermot 
Budget:  $30,000,000   

Arabella 101 is a 78-unit, 50/30/20 mixed-income, multi-residence apartment building featuring efficient 
appliances and fixtures, terraces, balconies, an exercise room, bicycle storage facilities, and a roof deck.  
It was designed to comply with the design requirements of the Department of Housing and Preservation 
Development and LEED certification standards. 

Arabel la 101
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Project: New Building & Residential Design 
Owner: Witheld
Budget: Witheld

Located in New York’s Lower East Side, this four-story, two family home overlooks one of Manhattan’s most 
vibrant city blocks. The sun-filled townhouse apartments, constructed on an irregular twenty foot wide lot, 
feature mezzanine bedrooms, outdoor space, and are located above the not-for-profit space on the ground 
floor and cellar. 

Double-height, red-steel-framed, south-facing windows usher in a massive amount of light and airiness to the 
spaces. The upper apartment features an open chef’s kitchen with custom redwood cabinets. Two queen-
sized bedrooms and a bathroom are located on the mezzanine, while the top floor features a master bedroom 
suite with bathroom, home office, and the second terrace. The lower apartment features a high ceiling living 
space and split level bedrooms at the rear, with a spectacular rear deck in the shady block interior.

Designed to emphasize the latest tenets of eco-friendly construction, the space features concrete floors with 
radiant heat throughout. The opposing elements in the building and on the facade - hard and soft, open and 
closed, public and private - create a dynamic reflection of the changing Lower East Side neighborhood.

East 1st Street Townhouse
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Project: Family Complex Design & Residential Addition
Owner:  Mary H. O’Malley
Budget: $800,000

The Denver House, located on 11.7 acres in the Catskills region of Upstate New York, was originally a 
900-square-foot country cabin built in 1974. 

This multi-phase development consisted of the conversion of the existing cabin into a guest house, 
the building of an 1,100-square-foot deck with sunken hot tub and freestanding gazebo, and the 
construction of a new 2,800-square-foot family home. 

The design of the new house emphasizes efficiency with the incorporation of a geothermal heating 
and cooling system along with backup burner/boiler. The use of natural materials such as vernacular 
stone and reclaimed solid 3/4 inch distressed walnut floors throughout the house, connects the natural 
landscape with the interior elements. The result is a traditional family home with a modern focus on 
sustainability. 

Denver House
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Project: Residential Design & Building Addition
Agent: Fernbach LLC
Budget: $4,500,000   

Located on the Upper East Side of Manhattan, this project consisted of a 3,200 square foot new story plus 
penthouse designed and constructed atop an existing early 20th century eight-story tan brick and limestone 
residential building. The existing half-floor at the top of the building was demolished and the new construction 
is supported on existing load bearing walls.
 
A new metal and wood-floating staircase defines the space and connects the upper and lower floors of 
the duplex. Existing elevators were raised to service the two new “high end” duplex apartments created.  
Commercial spaces on Madison Avenue were expanded into what was previously an empty side yard.

Respecting the original aesthetic qualities of the building, a tan roman brick cavity wall system was added to 
the facade, providing a modern waterproofing solution. The cornice was also raised and replaced as part of 
the new addition. 

26 East 81st Street Addit ion
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Project: Residential Rehabilitation
Client: KP Capitol Advisors
Budget:  $2,500,000   

326 West 89th Street is a beautiful five-story townhouse with a below-grade cellar tucked away in 
Manhattan’s West End Historic District. Its fully bonded exterior masonry walls support wood framing 
at the interior. 

The project consisted of the gut rehabilitation and conversion of the multi-family residential 
townhouse into a luxurious single-family residence. The front entryway leads the visitor into the 
parlor floor, where they are greeted by the living room, a formal dining room, and a striking two-
story historically inspired steel frame window. This window extends to the garden level, where the 
residence’s once cellar is now a kitchen and casual dining area with rear garden access.  

Upstairs, the entire second floor has become the master bedroom, complete with a spacious master 
bath. Four additional bedrooms with their own private bathrooms are on the third and fourth floors. 
The floor-to-floor flow has been tied together by richly finished wooden stairs and a newly installed 
elevator.

89th Street Townhouse
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Project: Storefront Design & Exterior Restoration
Owner:  R.A. Cohen & Associates, Inc. 
Budget: $500,000

259 East Broadway is a six-story mixed-use commercial and multifamily building located on the Lower 
East Side. A new custom-made, steel frame commercial storefront was designed on the first floor. The 
large glass doors and panes and clerestory windows are a transparent invitation to the goings-on inside, 
and the simple steel frame is an unfussy nod to the Lower East Side’s hip yet unpretentious style. The 
result is a storefront that’s as unobtrusive to the residents above as it is inviting to the passersby on the 
street.  

The project also included an exterior restoration, which consisted of parapet rebuilding and full roof 
replacement.

259 East Broadway
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Project: Residential Design & Interior Renovation
Owner:  Witheld
Budget: Witheld

Built in 1900, this steel frame former warehouse 
in TriBeCa was converted in 2004 to a residential 
loft building. This project combined two existing 
apartments into a single, new 3,500 square foot 
apartment.

Two large steel sliding doors, reminiscent of old 
storage building fire doors, allow the open loft space 
to be set apart from the apartment’s private areas. The 
idea is a defining element throughout the apartment 
offering private spaces to be opened up to the loft or 
closed as separate spaces while also connecting the 
industrial history of the loft with a modern sensibility 
for current domestic use.

Custom-built, multi-colored wood rolling cabinetry 
adds a pop of playfulness and color to the combined 
library and playroom. The master suite is set away 
from the other bedrooms and common space giving 
it a sense of solitude. The combination of the original 
apartments grants two entrances to the space, the 
secondary entrance accesses the slate-tiled laundry 
room and pantry as well as stroller and bike storage.

Hudson Street Loft
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Project: Residential Design & Interior Renovation
Owner:  New York University
Budget: Witheld

This Greenwich Village apartment renovation blends the neighborhood’s cozy elegance with modern 
residential design. The project consisted of the complete interior gut renovation of one unit in a brick-
and-terracotta, multifamily residential building located in the Greenwich Village Historic District. 

The interior renovations included new bathrooms, bedrooms, and dining and living areas. The updated 
kitchen can be exposed or hidden away with sliding doors opening to the main hallway; creating a 
dynamic space that can alternate with ease between open and intimate. 

Greenwich Vi l lage Apartments
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Project: Residential Complex Moderate Rehabilitation
Owner:  Haven Plaza Funding Co.
Budget: Phase I:  $8,600,000
      Phase II: $22,200,000
      
At Haven Plaza, CTA performed a moderate rehabilitation 
of the 4-building, 371-unit residential complex built 
in 1965. Phase I of the rehabilitation addressed the 
buildings’ exteriors and included new roofs, masonry 
rehabilitation, and waterproofing. The complex’s garage 
roof, an extensive green roof that doubles as an outdoor 
plaza, was re-waterproofed as well. 

Phase II primarily focused on Haven Plaza’s interior 
rehabilitation and renovation. The lobbies and common 
spaces were redesigned, the kitchens and bathrooms 
in all the apartments were replaced, a new community 
room was designed, and previous management 
offices were converted into two additional apartments. 
Additionally, the outdoor plaza landscape was 
redesigned and re-landscaped. 

Since then, new stairs that connect the street level 
with the central plaza have been designed, as well as 
replacement custom metal railings and a new accessible 
ramp. The new stairs feature curved treads and 
cantilevered landings to create a “floating” effect. The 
plaza wall located at the complex’s North Townhouses 
was also rebuilt. 

Haven Plaza Rehabi l i tat ion
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Haven Plaza
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Project: Institutional Design & Interior Renovation
Client:  New York City School Construction Authority
Budget: $4,800,000

Bishop Ford is a four story Catholic High School located in Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn. It was 
built in 1962 to the design of George & Robert Stickle. As part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Universal 
Pre-K initiative, existing rooms on the cellar and first floor of the school were converted into 17 
new classrooms, a warming pantry, a newly renovated lobby, and storage space for the new pre-
kindergarten.

The redesigned rooms feature new lighting, VCT flooring, dropped acoustical ceilings, window shades, 
and paint finishes. The blackboards were converted to whiteboards, and all existing open web steel 
joists were spray fireproofed. Accent colors, including buttery yellows and soothing lavender, make 
each room a brighter, more engaging space for learning. In addition, new drinking fountains and water 
bottle fillers were installed with custom-designed tile backsplashes throughout the hallways. 

The Bishop Ford UPK was designed and completed on an accelerated schedule in order to open for 
the 2015-2016 school year and is now the largest Universal Pre-Kindergarten in New York City.

Universal  Pre-K at Bishop Ford
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2.Historic Preservation
36 GRAMMERCY PARK EAST

JAFFE ART THEATER INTERIOR 

JAFFE ART THEATER EXTERIOR

CHEROKEE APARTMENTS

18 EAST 82ND STREET

CHAPEL OF THE SISTERS

PROSPECT CEMETERY

ST. ANDREWS CHURCH

GRACE CHURCH

111 HICKS STREET

EAST MIDWOOD JEWISH CENTER

32 GREENE STREET

PLYMOUTH CHURCH

AMERICAN YOUTH HOSTEL

POMANDER WALK

THE BRIDGEPORT ARCADE

54 BOND STREET

 

The Cherokee Apartments
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Project: Exterior Preservation
Owner:  36 Gramercy Park Owners Inc.
Budget:  Withheld
Awards:  2016 Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award 
 2016 Victorian Society in America Metropolitan Chapter Preservation Award
 2016 Design Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects New York Council
 2016 Design Award of Merit from the Society of American Registered Architects

36 Gramercy Park East is a 1910 steel framed apartment building constructed in a flamboyant Gothic 
Revival style to the designs of James Riely Gordon. The building features a street elevation of richly 
detailed white glazed terra cotta with shield motifs, projecting grotesques, and over 120 putti.

Full restoration of the street façade included significant terra cotta unit replication and resetting, 
full façade cleaning, as well as roofing and parapet rebuilding. The entire roof level cornice was 
disassembled and reset. A significant percentage of existing material was salvaged, and the remainder 
was replicated in matching glazed architectural terra cotta. 36 Gramercy Park East is a designated New 
York City Landmark; as such, all work was reviewed and approved by the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission Staff.

36 Grammercy Park East
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Project: Interior Preservation
Owner: Reading International
Budget:  $2,200,000
Awards: 2016 Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation Village Award
 2016 Design Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects New York Council
 2016 Design Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects

The interior preservation of the Jaffe Art Theater, a rare NYC landmark, included the preservation and 
restoration of the main auditorium’s ornamental plaster ceiling and dome. Plaster ceiling panels were 
removed, reinforced, cleaned, and reset. Damaged and missing panels were replaced and in-painted 
to match existing panels, the ceiling’s iron hanging structure was reinforced, and the central dome 
was restored and repainted. All work was reviewed and approved by the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission.

Jaffe Art  Theater Inter ior
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Jaffe Art Theater Interior
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Project: Exterior Preservation
Owner: Reading International
Budget:  $2,200,000

The Jaffe Art Theater is a 1925 neo-Moorish theater 
commissioned by Louis Jaffe and designed by Harrison 
Wiseman originally built as a Yiddish-language theater and 
converted into a cinema in 1991. Both its interior and exte-
rior are individually designated New York City Landmarks, 
and the theater is listed on the State and National Registers 
of Historic Places.

The exterior preservation of the Jaffe Art Theater consisted 
of the replacement of damaged and deteriorated cast 
stone, parapet rebuilding, and the cleaning and coating 
of ground level cast stone. The full roof and skylight 
was replaced, including standing seam roofing at the 
ornamental bulkheads and impresario’s apartment.

Jaffe Art  Theater Exter ior
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Project: Exterior Restoration & Window Replacement
Owner:  Century Management
Budget:  Withheld
Awards:  2014 Friends of the Upper East Side 
 Historic Districts Restoration Award
 2014 Victorian Society in America Metropolitan 
 Chapter Preservation Award

The Cherokee Apartments is a four-building residential 
complex in Manhattan’s Upper East Side. Originally 
known as the Shively Sanitary Tenements, the 
apartments were constructed as tenement housing for 
families with tuberculosis. The complex was built in 
1911 to the design of Henry Atterbury Smith, and it is an 
individually designated New York City Landmark.

The large, multi-light, double- and triple-hung windows 
of The Cherokee Apartments were originally designed to 
maximize exposure to fresh air for the families living with 
the scourge of tuberculosis. The 101-year old windows 
had suffered in the extreme New York City climate and 
were in a severely deteriorated condition. Over 1,200 
deteriorated wood windows, a crucial feature of the 
building, were designed and replaced through a process 
of sample and mock-up installation. The new custom 
wood windows were designed to meet the functional 
and aesthetic requirements of both the client and the 
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

The Cherokee Apartments
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Project: Exterior Restoration & Reconstruction
Owner: Witheld
Budget:  Witheld
Awards: 2013 Residential Architect Design Awards Restoration/Preservation Merit

This 1901 townhouse, with limestone façade, was designed by Richard W. Buckley. The original fifth story 
ornamental façade and balustrade were demolished in the 1970s and replaced with an inappropriate 
four-bay buff colored brick bow-front extension with a half conical slate roof. 

Using a small amount of surviving physical evidence at the end blocks along with historic photos and 
the original architect’s rendering, the façade, cornice, and balustrade were replicated in new matching 
materials. The project scope included the design, fabrication and installation of new limestone newels 
and code-compliant ironwork based on the original rendering. Previously clad in residential aluminum 
siding, the side elevation multi-story projecting bay window and spandrel assembly was reclad in 
paneled zinc coated copper. The windows of all facades were replaced with exact historic replicas.

18 East 82nd Street
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Project: Interior & Exterior Preservation   
Owner: NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
Budget:  Witheld
Awards:  2009 Preservation League of New York State Excellence in Historic Preservation Award

The Chapel of the Sisters is an 1857 Romanesque funerary chapel constructed of brownstone and fieldstone 
within the 1668 Prospect Cemetery. The chapel and surrounding cemetery are individually designated New 
York City Landmarks.

Using fragments of surviving glass and replica glass, new stained glass windows were fabricated for the 
interior and exterior of the chapel. The doors and windows were replaced with matching replicas, and 
deteriorated stone conditions were addressed. 

Existing wood, plaster, and gilded surfaces on the interior were cleaned and restored, and heat and plumbing 
concealed beneath a new floor were introduced to the building. Plaster wall surfaces with gilded scriptural 
decorations were in a salvageable condition thus new interior infill finish were installed only as required. The 
existing wood, plaster, and gilded surfaces were carefully cleaned and restored.

Chapel of the Sisters
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Project: Cemetery Revitalization & Documentation
Owner: New York City Parks Department Olmstead Center
Budget: Witheld

Prospect Cemetery in Jamaica, New York is the oldest 
family burial ground in Queens. It was established 
in 1668, and a chapel was added to the cemetery 
grounds in 1857. It has been a New York City 
Landmark since 1977. After the final interment in 1988, 
Prospect Cemetery fell into a state of disrepair. 

This joint project between CTA Architects P.C. and 
DLANDstudio consisted of an extensive rehabilitation 
of the cemetery grounds, which were overgrown 
with vines and weeds that had damaged many of the 
headstones, making the area impossible to traverse. 
After the eradication of weeds, pruning of trees, and 
clearing of debris, the grounds were seeded with a 
low-growing grass species mix to reduce the need for 
mowing to help prevent further damage to the grave 
markers. 

CTA was responsible for a sample conservation 
program that was undertaken to treat historically 
important grave markers and provide a model for 
future conservation efforts. Markers were capped 
and reattached using state-of-the-art conservation 
techniques. A detailed geographic information system 
(GIS) survey was conducted over a two-year period 
to document the location, content and condition 
of all markers and related fencing and family plot 
boundaries. The database is fully searchable and 
contains photos of each of the more than 2,000 
markers.

The work was funded in part by the New York State 
Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation.

Prospect Cemetery
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Project: Preservation & Exterior Restoration
Owner: Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Budget: $800,000
Awards:  2009 Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award 
 2009 Victorian Society in America    
 Metropolitan Chapter Preservation Award

Built in 1873, Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Harlem is a granite church on a 
prominent corner site with massive masonry 
bearing walls and a steeple with a full carillon. 
Saint Andrew’s was designed by the noted 
ecclesiastical architect Henry M. Congdon and 
is an individually designated New York City 
Landmark.

The figured slate roofs at the aisles, naves, 
and steeple are remarkable features of the 
church. A full slate roof replacement along with 
replacement of the rear flat membrane roofs 
was included in the scope of work. New sheet 
metal finial, skylights, perimeter flashings, 
and gutters were fabricated and installed. All 
of the roofs, along with perimeter flashing, 
gutters, and finials were replaced to precisely 
match the original roof. The work also included 
localized masonry rebuilding and replacement.

Our roof replacement at Saint Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church was made possible by 
funding from the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
and the New York Landmarks Conservancy.

Saint Andrews 
Episcopal Church
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Project: Historic Roof Replacement
Owner: Grace Episcopal Church
Budget:  $1,265,000
Awards: 2015 Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award
 2015 Victorian Society in America Metropolitan Chapter  
 Preservation Award

Grace Church in Brooklyn Heights was constructed 
from 1847 to 1849 to the designs of Richard Upjohn, 
and expanded in 1935 with the Parish house addition 
to accommodate school and meeting room uses. The 
Parish house was modified in 2010 with the addition of a 
metal clad roof extension adjacent to the brick bulkhead.

The project consisted of the removal of the main church 
nave un-insulated deteriorated asphalt shingle roof and 
replacement with a historically appropriate fully insulated 
copper batten seam roof. The asphalt shingle roof of the 
false mansard at the adjacent parish house was replaced 
with a batten seam copper roof, deteriorated wood 
decking was removed and replaced where encountered, 
roof hatches were replaced with lockable hatches clad 
in copper, and the main roof gutters were relined with a 
resin based roofing system tied into the new main roof.

Work also involved dismantling and rebuilding the 
openwork masonry parapets at either gable end to 
incorporate through wall flashing systems. Localized 
repairs were made to stone tracery at the church stained 
glass windows.

Grace Episcopal Church
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 111 Hicks Street
Project: Restoration & Historic Preservation
Owner: St. George Tower and Grill Owner’s Corp.
Budget: $1,900,000

Built between 1929 and 1930 to the designs of Emery 
Roth Architects, the Hotel Saint George Tower was the 
tallest hotel of its time in New York City. The 27th floor 
features an outdoor rooftop dining area that capitalizes 
on the tower’s impressive city skyline view and is 
decorated by a forest of colorful terra cotta piers that 
conceal the building’s many vent stacks. The tower 
is located in New York City’s first Historic District, 
Brooklyn Heights.

The entire roof was replaced in conjunction with 
the design and installation of a sundeck and the 
replacement of the damaged original terra cotta piers, 
with special attention paid towards the preservation 
and restoration of the piers. 

All terra cotta units that were damaged beyond 
resetting were replicated in true glazed architectural 
terra cotta. Samples of existing terra cotta were 
cleaned and sent to the fabricator for matching glazes 
to ensure a near perfect match to the originals. Special 
structural consideration was given to the piers’ high 
location to allow for proper reinforcement against the 
wind loads.
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Project: Stained Glass Window & Dome Restoration
Owner: East Midwood Jewish Center
Budget: Witheld

The East Midwood Jewish Center is a synagogue and community center built in 1925 to the designs of 
Irving Warshaw and Louis Allen Abramson Architects, and is listed on the New York State Register of 
Historic Places.

The existing stained glass dome was fully disassembled and the sections cleaned, restored and re-
leaded complete with new stiffening bars and reinstalled in the main sanctuary. The monumental hip 
roofed skylight was replicated and replaced in kind with a new formed metal skylight. One monumental 
window, damaged beyond repair by a hurricane, was replicated with a new wood window. The original 
stained glass was salvaged, restored and re-leaded and installed into the replica frames and sash one 
stained glass window was restored and reinforced also receiving its original cleaned and re-leaded glass. 

This project was funded in part by a grant from the New York State Office of Parks Recreation and 
Historic Preservation.

East Midwood Jewish Center
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East Midwood Jewish Center



74 75

Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner: Sorgente Group
Budget:  $765,000

Built in 1873 to the designs of Charles Wright, 32 and 34 Greene Street are companion five-story 
mercantile buildings that feature a self-supporting, ornate nineteenth century cast iron facade. Both 
buildings have been named New York City Landmarks due to their location in the SoHo Cast Iron Historic 
District.

The restoration of 32 Greene Street began with full exterior documentation including windows, facades, 
and cornices. Repair of deteriorated portions and replication of missing components and complete 
replacement of all windows with operating historically appropriate new windows was part of the 
preservation of the cast iron façade. The cornice for 32 Greene Street was fully replicated, and the 34 
Greene Street cornice was restored with partial replication: new masonry support walls and stainless 
steel armatures were installed for both cornices. All street façade elements were painted to match 
the historic paint color based upon paint analysis and approved by the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission.

32 Greene Street
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Project: Exterior Preservation 
Owner:  Plymouth Church
Budget:  Witheld

The project consisted of the exterior preservation and restoration of the Plymouth Church campus, 
which was once the home church to noted abolitionist preacher Henry Ward Beecher. Work included 
the replacement and repair of the copper balustrade, arcade and gymnasium skylights, and sanctuary 
porch roof and flashing. Localized roof repairs were performed at the parish house, the arcade roof was 
replaced, the gymnasium skylight was fully restored and reglazed, the gutters were relined, and the 
sandstone ledges were capped. Many of the wood windows were restored, and those with wood sashes 
damaged beyond repair were replaced with exact matches.

Plymouth Church
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Project: Exterior Preservation
Owner: Hosteling International
Budget: $2,200,000
Awards: 2011 Unsung Heroes of the Upper West Side Exterior   
 Preservation Award from Landmark West!

The American Youth Hostel is a brick and brownstone 
institutional building built in 1882 with a 1904 addition 
originally designed by Richard Morris Hunt as a 
residence for destitute war widows. In the mid 1980’s, 
the building was converted into the New York Branch 
of Hosteling International, and is an individually 
designated New York City Landmark.
 
The full slate mansard roof replacement along with the 
replacement of the existing flat membrane roof was 
included in the scope of the project. The significantly 
deteriorated brick and stone masonry was rebuilt and 
restored, existing fireproof dormer roof framing and 
decking was replaced, and cast stone and metal finials 
were installed based on historic documentation.  

American Youth Hostel
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Project: Exterior Preservation
Owner: Pomander Walk Owners’ Corp.
Budget: $650,000
Awards: 2008 Landmarks West! Preservation Award

Pomander Walk, a 1921 complex of two- and three-
family houses was constructed based on the scenery 
designs of Pomander Walk, a popular stage musical of 
the day. The rows of brick and stucco houses are meant 
to resemble an old London street, complete with roofs 
and false half-timbering.

The complex is an individually designated New York City 
Landmark, so all work was subject to approval by the 
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission. 
The exterior preservation work included masonry and 
stucco restoration and rebuilding. The wood doors were 
reconstructed and replaced. Lastly, the coating at the 
wood doors and windows was removed, and the doors 
and windows were repainted. 

Pomander Walk
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Project: Adaptive Reuse & Preservation
Agent: Urban Green Builders
Budget:  $10,000,000
Awards:  2012 Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
 Connecticut Preservation Awards Merit Award

Located in Bridgeport, The Arcade is the oldest 
surviving retail arcade in the nation and unique 
in Connecticut. This combination four story brick 
bearing-wall Greek Revival business block attached to 
a Victorian Gothic two-story iron and glass arcade was 
built in 1840 and 1889, and has undergone interior and 
exterior renovations in the 1920’s, 50’s, and 80’s. 

The complete rehabilitation of the vacant hotel and 
commercial spaces involved their conversion into 
33 rental apartments and 61,380 square feet of 
commercial space. Precast arches at the Arcade’s 
Main Street entrance were installed and the original 
glass-and-iron canopy was restored. 

Meeting all National Park Service requirements for this 
designated building in the Bridgeport Downtown South 
Historic District, CTA successfully advocated for the 
design of new modern storefronts within the Arcade 
at their original locations. A new modern entrance 
and circulation tower, which was added to serve the 
residential portion of the building, was also included.

The Arcade
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Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner: 54 Bond Street Condominium
Budget:  Witheld

The Bouwerie Lane Theatre at 54 Bond Street is a mixed-use, cast iron building in the NoHo Historic 
District. This ornately detailed corner building designed in the French Second Empire style by Henry 
Engelbert was initially constructed between 1873 and 1874 as the Bond Street Savings Bank. It was 
then home to the German Exchange, loft and storage space, and the Bouwerie Lane Theatre before 
being converted into a high-end residential condominium with ground-floor commercial space in 2007. 
The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission designated the Bouwerie Lane Theatre as an 
individual landmark in 1967, and it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980. 

Our project consisted of the exterior restoration of the cast-iron facade. Work included the complete 
removal of the existing coating, the fabrication and installation of new cast iron components, the priming 
and repainting of the cast iron facades, and the replication and painting of a new sheet metal cornice. 
The existing stairs at all three entrances were demolished, and new cast-iron stairs were installed. Our 
restoration also included sidewalk replacement and vault waterproofing. 

54 Bond Street
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3. Exterior Restoration
GOUVENEUR COURT 

230 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 

IRISH HUNGER MEMORIAL

I.S. 187K

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS

900 5TH AVENUE

SILVER TOWERS

CASTLE VILLAGE

 

Gouveneur Court
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Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner:  Community Access Inc.
Budget:  Witheld

Gouverneur Court is a 124-unit low-income and 
special-needs housing facility located on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side. This Renaissance Revival building 
was built at the turn-of-the-Twentieth Century to the 
designs of John Rochester Thomas, and it is listed on 
the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 
Our project here consisted of the exterior restoration 
of the building’s brick and unglazed terra cotta 
facades. Localized masonry repairs were performed 
on all facades, and the main and bulkhead roofs were 
fully replaced. All of the original terra cotta at the fifth 
floor watertable was carefully removed, restored, and 
reinstalled. The decorative terra cotta at the building’s 
arched entry was damaged beyond repair, so careful 
attention was paid to specify and install new cast 
stone in matching color and texture. 

Gouveneur Court
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Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner: 230 Riverside Drive Condominium
Agent:  R.A. Cohen & Associates
Budget:  $1,250,000

230 Riverside Drive is a multi-family residential 
building first built in 1931 and converted to a 
condominium in 2004.
 
CTA was hired by the owner to address leaks 
throughout the facades. The exterior restoration 
included roof assembly replacement, masonry 
parapet rebuilding, flashing at door and window 
surrounds, and structural steel replacement. The 
ornamental terracotta arches at the 17th and 18th 
floors were replaced, as were two existing terracotta 
decorative eagles. During the course of the project, 
existing structural deficiencies were discovered and 
addressed as well.
 
At the time of the project, 230 Riverside Drive 
was located in a neighborhood calendared by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, so special 
attention was paid to ensure that appropriate 
materials and colors were selected.

230 Riverside Drive
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Project: Restoration 
Owner:  Battery Park City Authority
Budget:  Witheld

The Irish Hunger Memorial is a memorial and commissioned work of art located in Manhattan’s Battery 
Park City. Its raised sloping concrete platform supports vegetation, fieldstone walls, and the roofless 
remains of a Famine Era cottage, which have all been relocated from Ireland. The base of the memorial is 
made of Carlow limestone from Kilkenny, Ireland alternating with bands of glass etched with text quoting 
historical documentation and commentary from the Great Irish Famine of 1845-1852. The surrounding 
plaza is paved with fossil Irish limestone from Kilkenny as well.
 
The project consisted of fully waterproofing the slab to address severe, persistent, through-slab leakage. 
The raised portion of the memorial, including the planted areas and soil, was excavated. After being 
carefully documented and catalogued, the fieldstone walls and a portion of the cottage base were 
disassembled and stored. The exposed concrete slab and core walls were prepared and repaired 
before waterproofing the underlying substrate. The soil was then reinstalled, and the fieldstone wall and 
cottage reconstructed. Original plantings were restored when possible, and new plantings were added 
with the assistance of our landscape consultant, SiteWorks LLC. This project was coordinated with the 
memorial’s artist, Brian Tole, to ensure the continued integrity of the memorial. 

I r ish Hunger Memorial
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Irish Hunger Memorial
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Project: Exterior Restoration 
Owner:  New York City School Construction Authority
Budget:  Witheld

The Christa McAuliffe School, Intermediate School (I.S.) 187, was built in 1921 to the designs of C.B.J. 
Snyder. This 5-story steel frame and concrete slab construction has a multi-wythe masonry facade 
with glazed terra cotta ornamentation and features 40 classrooms, a cafeteria, a gymnasium, and an 
auditorium.

Our project at I.S. 187 consisted of an exterior restoration of the school. Work included a roof 
replacement and a full-depth rebuilding of the parapet, including the terra cotta copings. The original 
glazed terra cotta window surrounds, medallions, and grotesques were restored. CTA successfully 
advocated for the use of terra cotta over cast stone, and all terra cotta ornamentation was custom 
manufactured to match the existing period work. In addition, the facade restoration included facebrick 
replacement, repointing, and new window perimeter sealant and refinished window guards. Plaster and 
coatings at the interior walls and ceiling were also performed at the interior.

IS 187K
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Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner: Morningside Heights Housing Corporation
Budget:  $10,000,000

Morningside Gardens is a co-op complex built in the 1950s to the designs 
of Harrison and Abramovitz. Its six multi story buildings are cast concrete 
structural frames that support red brick bonded masonry walls and house 
980 apartments.
 
Beginning in 2007, CTA embarked upon an exterior restoration of 
Morningside Gardens that included all six buildings. Masonry and 
concrete repairs and localized balcony drain replacements were performed 
throughout the complex. All the main roofs and bulkhead roofs were 
replaced, and new main roof perimeter rails were installed.

Morningside Gardens
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Project: Exterior Restoration & Facade Replacement
Owner:  900 Fifth Avenue Corporation
Budget:  $5,000,000

900 Fifth Avenue is a circa 1960 twenty-one-story residential building with a concrete frame and built 
with a white-glazed brick curtain wall.  It houses medical facilities at the ground level and is located in the 
Upper East Side Historic District.
 
Our project at 900 Fifth Avenue consisted of the complete removal and replacement of all the exterior 
masonry, including the parapet walls and steel shelf-angles. The building’s public and private roof 
systems were replaced with new paved walking surfaces. Additionally, a new railing system was 
designed to both comply with current code and reflect the original.
 
Since 900 Fifth Avenue is located in the Upper East Side Historic District, our work included multiple 
presentations to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission to ensure the new white clay-
coated brick matched the appearance of the original glazed brick.

900 Fifth Avenue
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Project: Window Replacement
Owner:  New York University
Budget:  Witheld

Silver Towers is a three-building, individually 
landmarked residential complex in Greenwich Village. 
The 30-story buildings are freestanding poured-in-
place concrete structures designed by I.M. Pei.
 
Our project consisted of the replacement of 1,662 
windows and 1,432 PTACs from the second through 
thirtieth floors of two of the buildings, as well as a new 
wall assembly consisting of new replacement windows 
and glazing, sound attenuated PTACs, gypsum board 
walls and limp mass barriers.
 
The work included acoustical testing to determine an 
appropriate exterior wall assembly package to meet 
the local environmental designation requirements. 
Since Silver Towers is individually landmarked, the new 
assembly packages had to meet the New York City 
Landmarks Preservation Commission’s requirements in 
addition to the city mandated sound ratings. 

Silver Towers
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Project: Exterior Restoration
Owner: Castle Village Owners Corp
Budget:  $2,455,000

Castle Village is a circa 1938 five-tower residential complex overlooking the Hudson River from the 
highest bluff in Manhattan. Each building is of concrete frame construction with fully bonded brick walls, 
terra cotta block backup, and ornamental cast stone detailing.
 
Our work at Castle Village has consisted of a multi-phase restoration of the complex that has continued 
for over twenty years. The masonry walls and terrace roofs have been restored, the lintels and sills 
replaced, and the parapets rebuilt. Our work has also included an extensive waterproofing program, 
replacing deteriorated cast stone and the copper standing seam roofs, specifying new replacement 
windows, and new front entrance doors.

Castle V i l lage
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PRINCIPAL
G. Douglas Cutsogeorge, AIA 

Bachelor of Architecture, 
Cooper Union, NY, NY, 1980

FEATURED WORK:

Denver House
Morningside Heights
Castle Village

PRINCIPAL 
Craig Tooman, AIA, LEED-AP

Bachelor in Architecture, 
Columbia College, NY, NY, 1984

Dual Degrees: 
St. Stephen’s School, 
Rome, Italy  
Hawaii Preparatory Academy, 
Kamuela, HI, 1980

FEATURED WORK:

Bronx Charter School for Excellence
East 1st Street Townhouse
Grand Street Rehabilitation

PRINCIPAL 
Daniel Allen, AIA

Masters of Science in Historic 
Preservation, Columbia University 
Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation, NY, NY, 
1993

Bachelor of Fine Arts, 
The Cooper Union, NY, NY, 1986

FEATURED WORK:

36 Grammercy Park East
Jaffe Art Theater Interior & Exterior
Chapel of the Sisters

ASSOCIATE
Asaf Yogev, AIA

Bachelor of Architecture, 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY, 2001

FEATURED WORK:

Haven Plaza
Bronx Charter School for Excellence
Hudson Street Loft

ASSOCIATE
Frank Scanlon, AIA

National Diploma in Construction, Archi-
tecture (Recognized by the RIAI and RIBA), 
Institute of Technology, Waterford, Ireland, 
1988

National Certificate in Construction Studies, 
Institute of Technology, 
Sligo, Ireland, 1987

City & Guilds Certificate 4351 
City & Guilds Certificate 4354 

FEATURED WORK:

Irish Hunger Memorial
Morningside Gardens
Grace Church

PRINCIPAL
Christa Waring, AIA, LEED-AP 

Bachelor of Architecture, 
Highest Honors, 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY, 1998

FEATURED WORK:

17 Pitt Street
Lower Eastside Girls Club
Silver Towers

Our Team
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Contact

I N F O @ C TA A R C H I T E C T S . C O M
C TA A R C H I T E C T S . C O M
( 2 1 2 )  2 4 3  7 4 0 4
- - -
C TA  A R C H I T E C T S  P. C .   
1 5 1  W  2 6 T H  S T R E E T  
N Y,  N Y  1 0 0 0 1   

308 East 30th Street
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